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From the beginning, there were questions. I imagine one of the most popular was, "How did we get here?" Our ancestors left their answers in the form of creation stories. Every culture has a creation story, and although they're all different, there are common themes that crop up again and again. 

Power Trip 

Many stories begin with one being stuck in the middle of nothing. The African Bantu creation story begins with the god, Nzame. After creating the Earth, Nzame made a creature called Fam, meaning "power." Nzame gave Fam immortality and power over other creatures. But the power went to Fam's head, and he treated the animals cruelly. So Nzame destroyed the world with thunder and lightning. He made a new layer of earth and planted a tree in it. This tree multiplied, and its leaves became fish and animals. Nzame then made a mortal man, Sekume, who made a woman, Mbongwe, out of a tree. Their many children had both Gnoul (body) and Nissim (soul). 

Froggy Went A-Courtin' 

Other stories tell of two beings giving life to Earth. The Dhammai, a non-Hindu people from northern India, claim that Shuzanghu and Zumaing-Nui, a husband and wife, gave birth to Earth, a girl, and Sky, a boy. Earth and Sky, in turn, made the mountains, which yielded two frogs. The frogs spawned the first humans, who had thick hair covering their bodies and whose children looked just like us. 

Kickin' It Around 

In some stories, many beings work together to create the world. The Apaches of the southwestern U.S. tell how Creator, The One Who Lives Above, emerged from the darkness before time. Then He made some lesser gods--Girl-Without-Parents, Sun-God, Small-Boy, Tarantula, Big Dipper, Wind, Lightning-Maker, and Lightning-Rumbler. The gods shook hands, and out of their sweat fell a small brown ball. They kicked the ball until it grew. Wind crawled inside and inflated it. Tarantula used four cords to stretch the new Earth and hold it in place. Creator then made three people--Sky-Boy, Earth-Daughter, and Pollen-Girl. Before He left, Creator gave each of the three people a unique job so that they would look after each other and the people of Earth when He was gone. 

Lord of the Fleas 

Often in creation stories, Earth comes from the body of one of the first creatures. In one Chinese story, the universe began as an egg filled with darkness. Pangu, the first creature, slept in the darkness. When he awoke, he began to grow, shattering the shell that confined him and separating the Earth from the sky. After 18,000 years, he died and became the Earth. His breath became the wind and clouds; his voice, the thunder. The sun and moon came from Pangu's eyes, the mountains and valleys from his limbs, and the rivers and oceans flowed from his blood. Plants and trees sprouted from his hair, his bones became the rocks, and his sweat formed the rain and dew. Finally, the fleas and parasites in his hair developed into the animals and humans of the Earth today. 

Despite their differences, every culture's creation story ends the same. Humans are put on Earth as the highest level of mortal being, and a guiding spirit withdraws, watching from afar and offering guidance to those who ask. Humans must care for the Earth and their fellow creations--the greatest responsibility of all. Even if we can't agree on the beginning, we can agree on the ending! 

Annie Boiter-Jolley, 14, lives in the woods of South Carolina. She's a homeschooled vegetarian, who loves to write, play viola, dance, and travel. Two of her eight cats are named for writers Alice Walker and Zora Neale Hurston.
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